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The India General Steam Navigation Company has a daily steamer service on the Ganges and Gogra from DTgha Ghat in Patna District, nearly opposite Sonpur, to Ajodhya in Ouclh. These steamers connect at Digha Ghat with the Goalundo line, and are often crowded with coolies on their way going to or returning from Eastern Bengal. Numerous important ferries cross the Ganges5 Gandak, and Gogra rivers.
Saran is less liable to famine than the neighbouring Districts, as it is protected both by the number and variety of its crops, and by the distribution of its harvests throughout the year.              .
Nevertheless famine or scarcity has occurred on several occasions, notably in 1769, 1783, 1866, 1874, and 1897. Little is known of the first two calamities. In 1866, the year of the Orissa famine, the winter rice failed and the spring crops were extremely poor; the relief afforded was inadequate, and over 8,000 persons died of starvation and disease. In 1874 famine was caused by the failure of nine-tenths of the winter rice crop. Relief on this occasion was given on an extravagant scale, and no deaths occurred from starvation ; the number on relief works exceeded a quarter of a million in June 1874. No less than 40,000 tons of grain were imported by Government, and the expenditure was 24 lakhs. In 1896 the rainfall was very deficient, amounting to only 23 inches, and the autumn crop yielded less than half and the winter rice only one-sixteenth of the normal out-turn. In spite of this, the famine was much less severe than in the neighbouring Districts, and the maximum number on relief works was only 24,000 in May, 1897. The cost of relief was 9 lakhs.
For administrative purposes the District is divided into three subdivisions, with  head-quarters at  CHAPRA,   SIWAN,  and  GOPALGANJ. The staff at head-quarters consists of the Magistrate-         . . Collector, an Assistant Magistrate, and five Deputy-Magistrates, besides officers employed specially on partition and excise work.   Each of the outlying subdivisions is in charge of a subdivisional officer, assisted by a Sub-Deputy-Collector.
Subordinate to the District Judge are two Sub-Judges and four Munsifs at Chapra, one Munsif at Siwan and another at Gopalganj. The Sub-Judges hear appeals from the Champaran civil courts also. Since the completion of the survey and record-of-rights the number of rent suits has greatly increased. Criminal justice is administered by the Sessions Judge, an Assistant Sessions Judge, the District Magistrate, and the above-mentioned stipendiary magistrates. Burglary and petty theft are common and riots are frequent, but there is very little heinous crime.
In Todar Mai's settlement of 1582 Saran was assessed at 4 lakhs, the area measured being 415 square miles. In 1685 the revenue was
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